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OTIR SC OL DAYS
Kilkenny College's French conne
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JUST after mid-term, nine
transition vear students
from Kilkenny College
packed their bags and got
on a flight to France,
where they would then
take a bus to Saumur in
the Loire Valley. Mean-
while, at Saint Louis Lycee
in Saumur, nine students
were also preparing to
leave for Dublin, where
they would again take a
bus to their new school in
Kilkenny.

The students from
Kilkenny College first
heard about the exchange,
when the whole year was
given a letfer informing
them of an exchange to
France, and in Saumur the
students were informed in
the same way, except the
students got a choice in
where they would like to
go, they could go to China,
United States, Spain, Ire-

land, and in the end it was
Ireland and in particular,
they chose.

Going into their final
week, I got a chance to talk
to thc Saumur students
about their stay in the Mar-
ble City.

"The people are friendly
over here, we have felt wel-
come," said Aida Alienor.
"We got lost at the start,
but we found our wav
around thanks to kind stu-
dents," she added. Since
the students have arrived,
they have learned many
different things about the
culture, people and espe-
cially the weather. The
temperatures in Samur
were hitting 24 degrees
while in Kilkenny it was
five degrees.

School life in Saumur is
very different to the sys-
tem in Ireland, from the
classes to the leachers. "ln
France, we have to do
French, English, PE, Geog-
raphy, Science and German

or Spanish, whir:h docs not
differ too much, bul, we
have options of I,lt:onomics,
M.Pi (Computcr bascd Sci-
ence) Greek, l,atin, Music
and Drama. While hcrc in
Ireland, you havc better
choices and you change for
every class, in Saumur we
stay in the one classroom
except for options."

l'ood is something that
differs in every country, in
France, bread and fish are
eaten mostly, along with
vegetables, salad and
beans. The students have
found potato to be one of
their main foods while on
their stay, along with the
different eating patterns
and portions, seeing as
they would usually have
their evening meal at 7pm.

As for music, they may
not know of The Script or
Snow Patrol, but U2, Lady
Gaga and Beyonce are
among the many pop and
rock artists in the ears of
many French people.

While many floats and
bands paraded through thc
streets of Irish towns end
city's worldwide, it seoms
that St.Patrick isn't that
well known in France, but
the students did enjoy the
parade.

One thing the students
found on their stav was
that homesickness had
crept in during the fivc
weeks. "We have enjoyed
our stay, but we do miss
our friends and family, not
to nention the food."

1 asked if they would
considr:r coming back in
the future, for a holiday
perhaps. Aida said:
"Maybe, we would like to
come back for a relaxing
holiday, and to help
improve our English as
well."

lt has been an eventful
five weeks, but we've all
made some new friends
along the way, and learned
a lot too.
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The French students on exchange at Kllkenny College.


