
q
generation and

receive some feedback on
what they should and
could do to improve things
in relation to local, national
and international matters.

Firstly, each representa-
tive introduced themselves
and explained how they
got into politics. The floor
was then open to the girls
of St. Brigid's who didn't

mass emigration and what
is the difference between
Fianna F6il and Fine Gael
and would it not be better
if the two parties worked
together instead of con-
stantly trying to damage
one another were put for-
ward. Students also asked
TDs and Senators to name
two things they had done
personally that they are

ernment initiative to
educate students and
teachers about the role of
elected representatives,
the Iegislative functions of
the oireactas and ulti-
mately increase voter par-
ticipation. The talk began
with Ms. McSorley inform-
ing students about differ-
ent types of Government
that exist and about how

house of the Seanad.
dents learnt about how the
Taoiseach is elected and
what role the Tanaiste
plays in the rururing of the
country.

Finally, students looked
at a Youtube clip where
two people were discussing
the difficulties in deciding
on the annual budget. This
clip demonstrated to stu-

taking the time out of their
busy schedule to come and
speak to Lhe second vears
She then expressed thanks
to Mr. Power for his sup"
port of this workshop,
Finally she expressed grat.
itude to Ms. Ivers, C.S.P.E
Co-Ordinator, Ms.Fogarty
and Ms. Guinan for organ.
ising this opportunity for
the students of St. Brigid's.

Aussie Ma$d,y fills gap at
Kilkenny CoIIegeMry
ROBERT MCIRRISSEY,

IT'S half past three on a
Friday afternoon in April,
and it's another scorching
day in Kilkenny with the
sun sitting in the clear blue
sky, the sort of weather
that would be associated
with a mild day in Aus-
trali4 rather than a spring/
summer day in Ireland.

I'm on my way to meet
Maddy Bowles, who is
Kilkenny College's Aus-
tralian Gap Student for the
year. Maddy is on a Gap
Year out between school
and college from Australia.

While in Ireland she
hopes to travel along with
other Gap Students to visit
difrercnt parts of keland and
Europe. In an interview with
Maddy, I asked her about
her stay over the past four
monthssince her arrival in
January - in the snow!

Robert Morrissey: How
did you first flnd out about
the Gap Year?

Maddy Bowles: A girl
from our school came and
spoke to us about it and
what you can do. We were
then given forms to fill in if
we wanted to do it, so
that's were we first heard
about it.

RM: Was it just to keland
or did you get to decide
where you wanted to go?

MB: It's a programme
that Latitude does all over
the place in the UK, Africa,
Asia and Australia, any-
where really. We got to
choose were we wanted to
go.

RM: Was there any par-
ticular reason why you
decided to come to Ire-
land?

MB: I decided to go to
keland because my Grand-
mother is Irish, and she
talked about it a lot, so I
really wanted to see what
it was like after hearing so
much about it.

RM: Of course, it's very
sunny in Australia, com-

pared to Ireland during
January, with the unprece-
dented snow that we got
over the past couple of
months; your first impres-
sion of Ireland must have
differed slightly?

MB: Oh yeah, deflnitely,
because when I arrived it
was snowing and I've
never seen snow before, so
it was pretty exciting. It's
amazing how early it gets
dark during the ivinter
months here, but I liked it
and it was really nice.

RM: Did you find it hard
to adjust to the new cli-
mate?

MB: No, it wasn't too
bad because I was kind of
prepared, with everyone
back home telling how
cold it was going to be,
and how I've never been in
that sort of weather
before, but I had all my
jumpers and everything so
it was OK.

RM: Have you learned
anything new on your stay
so far?

MB: Well, I've learnt
some Irish, and I've
learned about the history
between the Catholics and
Protestants, monasteries
and castles on tours,
which has been really
interesting.

RM: Do you miss home a
lot, since it's so far away?

MB: Not really, not at the
moment. I probably will at
some stage, but I do miss a
good steak though.

RM: That answer brings
me on to my next question
- what are the main differ-
ences between here and
Australia - apart from the
steak?

MB: Well, the school sys-
tem is different here, and
the climate as well; but
there are not too many
major differences.

RM: What do you like
most about Ireland?

MB: The people are
really friendly and easy to
get along with. Also, Ire-

land is quite picturesque
and pretty.

RM: Is there anything
that you don't particularly
like about Ireland? Most of
us dislike the weather.

MB: Well... it would be
nice if it was a little bit
walmer.

RM: We would say the
same thing. What do you
miss the most about home?

MB: The sun, I suppose,
and my family and friends.

RM: On your stay so far,
have you made many new
friends?

MB: Yeah, I've made
friends with a lot of other
Gap Students while I?ve
been here, and I've caught
up with them from time to
time. They don't live too
far from Ireland, so hope-
fully we'll get to meet up
when we get back home.

RM: Have you seen them
over the Easter holidays?

MB: Oh yeah, we did
things together over Easter
and Mid-Term break.

RM: You get to spend a
lot of time with the board-
ers girls here. Have you
become friends with many
of them?

MB: Yeah, the girls are
lovely and I get on really
well with them and like
working with them.

RM: You seem to spend
a Iot of your time in the
school during the week.
What do you do when it
comes to the weekend?

MB: Well, I stay here at
the weekends. I go off on
tours and head into town
mostly, and I Skype home
as well.

RM: So what have you
been doing during your
Gap Year so far?

MB: Just working here
really. I went to Amster-
dam and travelled around
Ireland, that's it really.

RM: ANZAC day is the
national day of celebration
that is held in countries
across the world on April
25, representing the day in

1915 when the Australian
and New Zealand Army
Corps (ANZAC) landed on
the beach in Gallipoli,
Turkey, to start their
assault on World War One.
Are you planning to cele-
brate it?

MB: Yes, I am going to
an ANZAC day party at
Dillon's pub in Castle-
comer.

RM: What are you plans
for thefuhre when you get
back?

MB: When I get back
home I've got a course
waiting for me, which I
deferred for the year. t's a
Architecture and Con-
struction Management
course.

RM: Is there much dif-
ferences between the
schools here compared to
home?

MB: There is a few dif-
ferences alright. In Aus-
tralia I went to an all girl's
school, there aren't many
boarding schools either.
The class times are differ-
ent, too. Back horne we
have six classes with each
being 50 minutes long,
while here you have nine
classes and they are 35 to
40 minutes long.

RM: What sort of subject
would you do back home?

MB: Well... you've got
English, Maths and in my
school you have to do R.E
as yell. There is a lot of
electives you can do, like
different sciences and
social studies, so you can
choose what you want.

RM: Would you like to
come back to Ireland in the
near future?

MB: I'd love to come
back here, it's nice.

RM: On your travels
around lreland, where
have you been?

MB: I've been to Galway,
Dublin, Cork and the Dingle
Peninsula. I've been up the
North to Derry and Belfast,
so I've seen a bit.

RM: Would you ever
consider living here?

MB: Yeah, I mean I
could because I have my
Irish Citizenship, so I
could live here if I wanted
to, but I guesS I'll see
what happens, I might
one day.

RM: When are you going
home?

MB: I'm heading back
home in December.

RM: Did you happen to
go to see the parade on St.
Patrick's Day?

MB: Yeah, I was in
Dublin for the parade,
enjoyed the day.

Australian Gap Student, Maddy Bowles.
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