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It is the start of another
year in KilkennY College,
which means many new
students have arrived and
are about to embark on
whatwill be their firstYear
in secondaryeducation. It
is a new chapter in the stu-
dent's lives and for the first
year boarders; it is often
their first time being awaY
from home for five daYs a
week. One of the new first
year border girls Zara Beat-
tie, told the KilkennY Peo-
ple how her first week has
been.

Having had a brother
and a sister who PreviouslY
attended KilkennY College,
Zarahas seen the school a
few times before, but this
time she is here as a

boarder. Being away from
home has been strange, but
Zara got used to it as the
weekwent on, "It has been
quite easy to make friends
here." said Zara. "It does
differ a lot from primarY
school, arrd the work is fine
so far, even with a lot more
subjects." On such a big
campus, it is verY easy to
get lost ifyou dont have a
map. Zara admits she has
got lost on some occasions,
with it taking a couple of
days to get used to the
buildings and rooms. "It
hasn't been too hard
adjusting to the longer
classes, and it is ok as long
as I like them." laughs Zara.

After school activities are
something that everyone is
encouraged to do, and for
Zara it s been Badminton on

Monday Swimming on a
Tuesday, and Hockey on
Thursday. "The Boarding is
really good; I didnt think I
would like it so much,
because I thought I wor:ld be
very homesick". There are
seven people in Zara's dorm'
which comprises of sixfirst
year pupils and one prefect.
"It's a geat experiencd' adds
Zara, "yort get to meet so
many new people from
around the country'l FinallY
I asked Zara wai it easier
having had a brother and
sister in the school before?
"Ithas been easier, because
the teacher's recognise me,
as well as the students".

So with her first week
over, it's clear Zara has had
an enjoyable one, while
making many new friends
along ttre way.
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