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DURJNG the course of this
academic year, some Tran-
sition Year students in
Kilkenny College have
been involved in a Land-
scape Gardening module,
which includes the grow-
ing of their own produce,
recycling, planting
trees,and now keeping
chickens. The course is run
by Mr. Dool.

The first of the projects
und0rtaken by the stu-
dents was the growing of
various vegetables, fol-
lowed by growing numer-
ous plants in a polytunnel.
Next up was the Kilkenny
400 project, which Mayor
Malcolm Noonan was
involved in.

Yarious species of trees
were planted on the site of
the old orchard, which
regenerates what used to
be there. Ten new trees
have been planted, which

Some of the hens and
roosters at Kilkenny
College

consist of apple, hazelnut
and pear trees. "We are
still lucky to have these
types of trees, which were
saved from extinction, so
it's great to be able to give
back to the environment,"
said Mayor Noonan.

The final project that the
students are undertaking

is looking after four fowl
looking hens, who are
housed in a purpose built
pen by the students on the
school grounds. The aim is
to look after the hens and
collect the eggs they lay,
which is added to the pro-
duce the class have already
grown. The class have a
schedule to follow when it
comes to minding the hens,
starting with two visits to
the pen everyday, Ietting
them out and putting them
back in so that they aren't
laying around, as well as
feeding the hens and also
cleaning up anything fowl
around the pen.

This course helps with
the schools policy of
becoming a greener school,
which includes the recent
building of the eco friendly
Swift Building and the
installation the wood pellet
heating system in the
school, amongst other
things.
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