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Kicking On For NCBI at UCD

By Robert Morrissey , Friday 19th April, 14:09

The National Council For The Blind of Ireland have launched their annual Blind Football Tournament for 2013.

The event which is set to take place in University College Dublin on Saturday June 8th, will be the charity’s fourth

tournament in as many years.

The event helps to raise significant funds for the NCBI and is open to everyone.  It also encourages those who are

blind or visually impaired to participate in sports such as football.

The rules of blind football are not too different from normal football.  There are teams of 5, 4 of which are

blindfolded and a sighted goalkeeper who must remain in a marked area. 

One of the lead organisers David Nason, who like many of the organisers is a service user of the NCBI, explained

that is some cases, there can be more than 5 on a team, with the option of having a substitute. “There is some

flexibility where a team can have 6 or 7 players and make substitutions during games to give everyone a go.

Equally, if a team is short a player, others can fill in, and individuals can come along on the day and we'll try to fit

them in somewhere.”

Players become accustomed to not being able to see on the pitch by communicating with one another in order to

make their team mates aware of their positioning. The sighted goalkeepers instruct his or her players where move
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and shoot.

The tournament itself is without a main sponsor, but Paddy Power have kindly provided vouchers as a prize for

the winning team every year, including this year. “We also run a raffle on the day and many shops, hotels,

restaurants and other businesses have donated prizes.” says David.  “Coca Cola, Tesco and Kellogg's have

provided us with water and other refreshments this year too”.

The event is run and supported by members of the NCBI, Irish Blind Sports and the FAI.

For those interested in taking part, all you need is runners and some sports clothing.  The game takes place on

UCD’s astro turf pitches and is open to all from both genders.

To apply to take part in this years competition, simply go to www.blindfootballireland.ie, where you can register

your team.  The application fee is !50, or if you choose to register your team on the day, it is !60.
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